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FEARING A DISASTROUS FLOOD, 


—__————_ 

THE DELAWARE CHOKED WITH ICE—FAMI- 
LIES MOVING PROM THE LOWLANDS. 

Port Jervis, Feb. 24.—Fears of a destruc- 

tive flood at this place, resulting from the breaking 

up of the fee in the Delaware River, are again re- 

vived. About two weeks ago the ice passed out of 
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‘THE GOVERNMENT'S LAST CONCESSIONS OW 
THE AMNESTY BILL—THE PROPOSED 
FRANCO-AMERICAN COMMERCIAL TREATY. 
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FRANE EB. BASSETT’S TRIAL BEGUN 
‘a JURY TEPANELED — MRS. ALEXANDER 
BROUGHT PROM THE STATE PRISON TO 
THE COURT-ROOM—THE LINE OF THE 


DEFENSE, ‘ ; 
Buipezrorr, Conn., Feb. 24.—There was a 
panel of 48 jurors from which to select the 123 who 
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for | Senate have,.appointed a committee on the 


There was a very limited attendance of spectators ; 
only half a dozen women were among them, one be- 
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Amnesty bill, eight out of the nine members of ce ome ing Mra, Bassett, the prisoner's mother. Within 
} maga to the rail were Mrs. Alexander and Lizzie Cavanagh. 
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CURRENT TOPICS ABROAD. 
EGYPT'S FINANCIAL EMBARRASSMENTS—THE 
POPE'S CONCILIATORY POLICY—FLOODS 
IN FRANCE AND POLAND—WESTON’S 





The latter was a witness on Mrs. Alexander's trial, 
and a companion and favorite of hers in times past. 
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MAYOR BELDEN’S TWO YEARS’ CONDUCT oF 
ATFAIRS In SYRACUSE. 
Syrnacuss, N. Y., Feb, 24.—Mayor James J. 
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THE OSWEGO CITY BANK CLOSED. 
—_—_—>———- 
APPOINTMENT OF A RECEIVER—RUN ON TH 
OSWEGO CITY SAVINGS BANK. 
|. Oawnao, N.. Y., Feb, 24.—The City Bank, 
the oldest banking institution in Oswego, is closed 
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“NEW. -YORK, TUBSDAY, FEB. 25, 1879, 








AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING. 


UNION-SQUARE.—Tas Bawxer’s DAvonten. 
FIFTH-AV. THEATER. —H. M. &. Preavons. 
STANDARD THEATRE —EK. -. & peal 
WALLACK’S THEATEE.—Sraus, Bourn 
LYCEUM THEATRE.—Baonar. 

NIBLO’S GARDEN.—Tng Lirriz Dersonva, 
PARK THEATRE —Rwascen, 


NATIONAL ACADEMY OF DESIGN.—Warmn-Oor ons. 
MASONIC HALL. —Tus Mivaers. Matinés. ~ 
STEINWAY HALL.—Sorngn Mosrcae. 


—_— ee 
THE:NEW-YORK TIMES. 
Fe 
TEEMS, POSTAGE PAID, 

fun Danr Ryd entium, including the 

Sanday Edition. $12 00. 
Tas Datiy TEMS, pet sunam, exslncive of the 

,- Bunday Edition. 10 00 
Whe Sandy Bélihen, ger ctndien:. pabeokpnenndndis a2 00 
Tus Se-Weeniy Sten dblidienas.acn. 260 
Tux Waneux ‘Doems, per enmam 4.2.13. weeese | 2 00 


BRANOM OFFICES OF-THE TIMES, 
Paris Office of Tus Tumme—No. 89 Rus de Lafayette 


“Tus Tacs is on salein London at Mo. 449 Strand, W.} 
0 ee end at Mz, Stevens, No. 
@ Trafalgar-square. y 


N pt 


CH Advertisements for ‘Tue Wesxiy Tos 
be handed in before 6 o'eloek this evening. 
—_—_—_—_—_———— 


|? The Signal Service Buroaw report: indicates 
for to-day, in this region, easterly to. southerly 








winds, with increasing cloudiness, . snow and |: 
vain, slowly rising » temperature. and falling | 


’ —_—_—— 

» A week from to-day the legal existence 
of the Forty-fiftth Congress williexpire. The 
chances of an extra session will ehiefly de- 


pend on‘ the action; of the Senate. ‘The |- 


only appropriation. bill‘ remaining. for‘ ac- 

tion in the House is the Execu- 
tive, and, Judicial, and there is an évident 
intention:to shift to 
the'the contest over legislation repeal- 
ing the Election which the Demo- 
Grats insist , on incorporating with . that 
dill. The’ Senate amendment to the 
Detgloney i Sonne $250,000 to 
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cient principle and mdependence to 
to support an appropriation for his ¥ 
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Commit- | . 


dallying any longer with » subject in regard 
to which the obligations of the Legis- 
lature are perfectly simple, and which has 
been presented in a shape which admits of 
immediate action: It is true that Mr. Srra- 
of cheaper t for New-York, 
and that it must be followed by legislation 
reducing the salaries attached to judicial 
offices protected by the Constitution—these 


the term of the present incumbents. But 
this bill presents at least a substantial slice 
of economy, and unless it can pass, the 
-chances of any other measure of relief for 
local’ tax-payers, are slim indeed. 
The office-holders whom the bill 
is. Mkely to « affect. will, doubtless, 
be more vigorous in their opposition to it 
than the people whom it is intended to 
Penefit will be in its support. But as it is 
these people whom legislators are supposed 
| to represent, it must be assumed that the 
interests of<the public, as “distinguished 
‘from: those of individuals, will be safe in 
their hands. 
mamas 
{ BUSINESS PROSPECTS FOR THE YEAR. 
.. The business community can look forward 
-to the remainder of the present year with » 


currency at par with the currency of the 
commercial world, and not liable to chance 
4merease or deérease,. may. therefore be 
counted on. 

Nor this alone. Under the: operation of 


its notes. Up to the present time, this pro- 
vision has resulted only in the exchange of 
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reductions to take effect after the close of’ 
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gree of confidence, and there is not, what is 
quite as dangerous as general distrust, so 
much of the over-confidence which leads to 
rash speculation. There have not been 
wanting recently signs of desperate specu- 
lation in’ the stock market, but this is 
something which may always be expected. 
The healthy symptom at present is, 
that the general «public is involved 
to a comparatively slight extent. The num- 
ber of outsiders who are subject to the 
perilous temptation to take a “shy” at 
Wall-street, or some similar centre of stock 
gambling, has notably decreased. The 
smaller it grows the better it will be for the 
solid interests of the country. 

It is to be hoped that all classes will avail 
themselves of the opportunities which may 
present themselves during the period of 
promise which seems to be before us, at 
onee with enefgy and. prudence. While 
there is every encouragement for legitimate 
enterprise, based on industry and capital, 
and conducted with vigilance and integ- 
rity, there is none for assuming rash 
risks. The day of quick and large for- 
tunes *has measurably gone by, and 
will not soon return. Undoubtedly, 
we shall not be able to restrain our pace 
for long. It. is mearly as certain as that 
time will roll round that our late depres- 
sion will gradually change, first, to mod- 
erate prosperity, then to undue expansion 
of eredit and speculation, then to feverish 
activity, finally culminating in another re-° 
verse. What is called the periodicity of 
‘panics has its origin in human nature, and 
in some of its most deeply-rooted motives, 
Aut though it involves agreat deal of failure 
and suffering to the community at large, its 
worst consequences can be avoided by indi- 
vidnals who have learned prudence, self- 
restraint, and, above all, unwavering hon- 


esty. 


| MR. SMYTH AND HIS DEPARTMENT. 


What have the Senatorial defenders of 
Superintendent SmyrH to say with regard 
to the facts now transpiring, and the evi- 
dence which his own department furnishes 
against his method of doing business? And 
how do his friends in the Assembly, who 
have. resented the Governor’s proposal to 
abolish the department, reconcile their 
declarations as to its usefulness and the 
efficiency of ite head with the exposure of 
the manner in which both have dealt with 
the Globe Mutual? Mr. Suyrn’s acquittal 
in the face of conclusive evidence of his 
wrong-domg was sufficiently shameless to 
suggest a doubt as to the integrity of those 
who were responsible for it. The recent 
attempt to bolster up his administration of 
the affairs intrusted to him, and to represent 
| him as a trustworthy guardian of policy- 
holders’ interests in opposition to scheming 
and dishonest managers, was in its way 
quite as inexcusable. 

Any doubt that exists with reference to 
the action of the Legislature is a result of 


telligent mon, with direct pecuniary in- 
77 fies csaeteae YS i ay ti 


eo Pca Raga goon cong = pet 
Seei, : 








te ~ ner ome a eyeres oy 
SRE a: ery , 
awe a 


é Sms! angie ma ithe ip is. b 


nike 


Sow raat 


z 








ae 


fe sa tered 


cutions shall be instituted against the of- 
ficers whom Suyrx upheld, and who in 
repaid him for the service by vouching 
him as a safeguard, whose loss policy-ho 


iad ad so pene 
fad oti 
ro sr hs 


ers and companies would alike deplore. A | versity 


Pinatas oat toncems se ed of 
decency would shrink out of sight before 


in-'| the shame of this exposure. ‘Ifthe Legisla- 


ture hadany proper conception of the fitness 
of things, he would resign to atone re- 
moval, 

The truth is that the Globe Mutual is but 
one illustration of the worthigssness of the 
present Insurance Department, and of the 
folly of reposing confidence in its certifi- 
cates. We would not be understood as in- 
cluding Mr. McCaut. in this censure, though 
he would more effectually have vindicated 
himself had he protested publicly against 
action whieh in some degree compromises 
him. He is a subordinate; however, and 
while he conducts examinations Mr. Suyru 
comes to terms with tiatiagers and allows 
them to ‘‘ fix things” in a manner enablin 
them-to hoodwink their policy-holders 
vietimize the public. To-day we hear “of 
the Globe Mutual, Not long ago we heard 
of the Universal, whose condition was 
worse, than. .that...of the Globe, 
whose management had been equal 
ly Gisgraceful, and whose” need of 
decisive treatment was greater.* Mr, 


SuytH-affects a horror of Receivers, and | 


provisions of tlie law for “winding up in- 
solvent companies. But there are grosser 
evils than those arising out of a Reéeiver- 
ship, and the arrangement: sanctioned by 
Mr. SuyTu in the case of the Universal 
Company is one of them. Under the pre- 
tense of énabling the company to resume 
business, he has allowed it to practice fla- 
grant injustice upon the policy-holders, 
whose position and prospects are at this 
moment darker than they could have been 
under an honest Reecivership. For a life 
insyrance company justly discredited there. 
ean be no future; mercy to its policy-hold- 
ers requires that its business be closed. 
Yet Mr. Suyra has played into the hands 
of the men who ruined the Universal, and 
has aided their scheme for shielding its mis- 
management, and saving themselves at the 
expense of the policy-holders. 

Mr. -F. A. Preeman’s arrest recalls at- 
tention to the affairs of the Guardian Mutual 
and the Widows’ and Orphans’ Companies. 
If we could havea full, true, and particu- 
lar history of the latter concern, a good 
deal of light would be cast upon the meth- 
ods that have brought fortune toa few 
persons behind the scénes and distress to 
many who depended on their representa- 
tions, The Guardian Matual, like the 
New-Jersey Mutual, furnishes a fresher ex- 
emplifieation of the mockery of the super- 
vision exercised by the Insurance Depart- 


ment, and of the hopelessness of deriving 


protection from authority vested m Mr. 


Joun F. Suyra. 
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HIGHER EDUCATION FOR WOMEN, 

The action of Harvard University in pro- 
viding for 6 course of instruction for girls 
exactly parallel with that pursued by the 
regularly matriculated students, and for the 
granting of certificates of proficiency cor- 


College began the 
examinations for women, and the result has 
proved the existence of a want, but appears 
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‘Sea BEd as Ui Geel al Wh dactlety 
of coeducation avoided, but largely also: 


> tional requirements of the two sexes. The. 
course of study at Harvard College is now* 
mainly “elective” after. the: first year. 
There has been a vast of the do-. 
main of learning since } , and, if 
there had not been, it would be hardly prac- 
tieable- for all our aspiring youth to emu- 
late him. in .taking.all knowledge for his 
‘provinee,’ Th the vast’ field before the stu- 
dent, some selection must be made, either by 


the benefits offered by the university, and 
the question of the proper studies for them 
will be decided by their own taste and 
judgment, with the help of judicious friends 
and advisers. Should this scheme prove to 
work well on trial, we see no reason why 
Harvard College should not iu time provide, 
in the neighborhood of its present grounds 
in Cambridge, proper accommodations for 
its lady students, and give them the oppor- 
tunity to develop a social college life of 


their own. 
(Cn nine aL 


THE ABOLITION OF GRAMMAR. 


The State of Texas, one of the younger 
members of the Federal Union, has taken a 
bold stand on the subject of ‘grammar. 


musty, dusty rules of the schoolmen, Now, 
after years of wrestling with the difficulties 
of .construing laws through which any 
smart lawyer can drive a six-mule team, all 
grammar is abolished, and the law-makers 
are to be judged by what they meant to say, 
rather than by what they have said, . - 
For example, in Article 3, section 138, ° 
of the new Code of Texas; we find , thiv 
liberal provision :. 
Anoth- 
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“ The:-present-or past. | 
+ tense shall include the future.” 
| Sartek Weksetiad “webthe cnamouanane 
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at Concord to say, ‘I be”; 
and in Texas the sons of revolutionary 
hold to * they 


4 it axe.”.. And in some. 
‘of the Texas statutes we find the nomina- 


to ba,” Seo, 
der of * the | nominative may be 
.plural and the verb singular, or. the nomi- 
native singular and the verb plaral, just as. 
the courts may choose, or as-juries may 
agree. As the -past tense may inélude the 
present andthe future, to say nothing of 
the perfect, past-perfect, and t; 
andas “he may be heldto mean “she” or 
‘{4¢,” there is no. human reason why a verb. 
should not be as independent of its nomina- 
tive noun or pronoun as Texas*is inde- 


ag.| pendent of his, her, or its paréntal Mexico... 


their genders involved in doubt, and their 
verbs unnatutally bereft of legalized nomi- 
natives... In the tariff of 1872 there was a 
clause concerning the duty on fruits which 
gave the Treasury infinite trouble, and lost, 
it was said, much revenue to the Government. 
Whether the clause should read “ frait- 
plants,” &6., or ‘fruits, plants,” &., was'a 
weighty question ; and until Congress met 
and decided whether a hyphen ora comma 
were intended to be written, no man. knew 
whether fresh fruit was.on the free list or 
should pay a duty of 20 per cert. How 
much better it‘ would have been to have 
abolished punctuation and grammar, snd 
have allowed the untrammeled wisdom of 
Congress to let itself loose.on the statute- 
books. 
—_—_—_—_—_——— 
King of Barmah, frightfalas it appears, is merely 
one more exemple of a custom so universal in the 
f East that it may almost claim rank as a recognized 
institution. The natural commencement of every 
Oriental reign is the slaughter or disablement of 
all possible pretenders to the throne; and the annais, 
not merely of Burmah, but of Persia; Turkey, 
Afghanstan, and Bokhara, teem with instances too 
frightful for quotation. As recently as the close of 
the last century, = Western traveler found one.of the 
royal Princes of Persia going about with = bandage 
over his eyes, and, on questioning him, was told, 
’ with a matter-of-eourse air which made the state- 
iment doubly horrible, that.“ as his eldest brother 
would certainly gut out hiseyes on mionnting ‘the 
thrpne, he was teaching himself to dispense with the 
use of them.” The Turkish Sultan, Msamovup; 
famous for his destrustion of the Janissaries in 
1826, owed his-clevation to the fact of his being the 
only member of the royal left anslaughtered ; 
and the multiplied buteheries of MauEmeT ALI are 
still fresh in every one’s recollection. 
EE 
“Think, my Lord, for one moment what you 
are, and then think whata Duke of BzsprorD might 
have been,” was the agreeable reflection suggested 
by Junius to the then head of the historis “house of 
- Russet, but whatever might have been his Grace’s 
sins of. omission and commission, he was a more use- 
ful and reputable person than the Duke of Nswoas- 
TLE@, who lately died in England at the age of 44. 
The Dake was the son of a nobleman well remem- 
bered in Now-York in connection with the visit of 
| the Paincz or Wage, whom he accompanied here 
in his capacity of Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
When it was proposed that he should do so, he 
begged the Queen toexcuse him, saying that-he was 
man, but her would not hear 
onee all went with him. Still it 
really seemed as though an evil fate had resolved 
im the Duke's ¢ise to” neutralize all the good gifts 
that fortune had bestowed on this nobleman, and to 
prove thats charaeter, ability, weotonet, ‘470,000 


| ard, who went mad, his younger sons, with one ex- 


ception, were | and the eldest, just dead, 
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fortress that VaUBAN built to protect it on the land 
side, bursts upon the view. On three sides of the 
mighty roek the blue waters of the Mediterranean 
splash and tamble, but there is never low tide, and 
consequently no mud to worry the passer-by. Every 


trees are almost as plentiful as those of the sombre 
olive. Even Monte Carlo has been mad¢ ‘‘an earth- 
ly paradise.” Terraces cut ont of the hili-side, and 


Monaco to play at roulette, believing he had an in 
fallible recipe for winning. At the end of two days’ 
play he had cleared $5,000, and his young wife, 
who had reluctantly. accompanied him, was fain to 
desist from her objections. But on ‘the fourth day 
the New- Yorker lost all he had won, and in less than 


out of“ his mifad, and is now im an insane asylum. 
The sole proprietor of this terrible “hell,” not 


ready to bind himself under heavy pecuniary penal- 
ties to re-establish within a certain limit of time 
absolute parity’ between the value of Turkish gold 
and paper currencies. In other words, he would, 
with a few: waves of the eroupier’s rake, make Con- 
stantinople a fashionable resort for Giaours and the 
Golden Horn a very cornucopia. But Turkey just 
now is on her good behavior, and considerations of 


The March dividends payable in Boston ag- 
gregate $3,379,979. 

The Michigan Democrats and Greenbackers 
bold their State nominating conventions this week. 
Mr. A.D, Mosby, father of Col. John 8. 
Mosby, died in Bedford County, Va, on’ Wednesday, 

Feb. 19. 


Watertown,.. this . State, reports 31 spow- 
storms simee Dac. 19 last, in whieh 120 inches of 
snow have fallen. 

It is now said that ex-Gov. Hartranft will 
duties about the 1st of March, 

Rochester papers report that George A, Begy, 
late Colonel of the Fifty-fourth Regiment, is seri- 
ously ill at his homein thatdtyn = 

Matthew P. Bemus, of Chanteneut Gauaty 
is mported to be improving in health, ang the chance 
are now favorable for his recovery. 

Tha Sensis GE. Tilindis tins rejected a zestlu 


A San Francisco man, whose yestanen.quit- 
ner publicly charged him with overdrawing his ac- 
eount,.. doc... has obtained a verdict for $3,000 dam- 
poo ragga fe patel aa if 


cage tial, 


| Clenprilndiases taht htiapen bao gah ieaiaiainin 
for supplies, $2,392,462 35. in the, last 10 years. 
Im 46 years, he says, he has paid them $6,198, 
906 90. The cireful reader will note that here 
fuses to tell s lle for 10. cents. 

‘The Richriond (Va,) State; & Democratic 
journal, says of Gon. Barlow: “Is looks like. s 
very ugly piece of business’ on his part, and is made | 
‘gli thé worse by his declaration that he saw nothing 
Wwotag ineating Sev bet sifien Wie the contented 
agent of one party.” be: Baas 

A Mobile stéati-boat Captain says that he 
refused séven times to take a white male as cargo, 
fearing {l-luck, but on his last trip suecambed to im- 


a ame Ou that trip he struck «snag: “Well, - 


could tell Sh Wee eer henna 
e male strike him. 
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